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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 October 2003 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11,453 O.G.213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) M Claim(s) 11-20 is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-10.21 and 22 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

II) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 



Attachment(s) 

1) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 10. 6) □ Other: 
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Claims 1 1 -20 are allowed. 

The primary reason for allowance of claim 1 1 and the claims which depend 
thereon is the recitation of a sewing cartridge comprising a thread guiding member and 
a thread holding member that holds at least a part of the thread connecting two 
consecutive stitch points in accordance with a relative movement between a needle and 
a workpiece. In this recitation that term "sewing cartridge" serves to further define the 
structure of the claimed apparatus when viewed in the entirety of the application to gain 
an understanding of what the inventors actually invented and intended to encompass by 
the claim. This is the case since the sewing cartridge disclosed on page 14, paragraph 
[0055] of applicant's specification and in Figure 3 of applicant's drawings (see element 
5) includes an enclosed area where a spool is housed. Further the term "cartridge" 
taken in its broadest sense by one of ordinary skill defines a structural assemblage 
comprising a case or container that holds a device. Therefore the terminology "sewing 
cartridge" in the preamble of claim 1 1 limits the structure of the claimed invention - see 
Corning Glass Works v. Sumitomo Bee. U.S.A., Inc., 868 F.2d 1251, 1257, 9 USPQ2d 
1962, 1966 (Fed. Cir. 1989) and Pac-Tec Inc. v. Amerace Corp., 903 F.2d 796, 801, 14 
USPQ2d 1871, 1876 (Fed. Cir. 1990). See also MPEP 2111.02. The prior art of record 
does not disclose a case or container that forms an enclosed area where a spool is 
housed in combination with a thread holding member that holds at least a part of the 
thread connecting two consecutive stitch points in accordance with a relative movement 
between a needle and a workpiece. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-10, 21, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Codos, newly cited. The patent to Codos discloses a sewing apparatus where 
sewing is performed by causing a thread to remain in a workpiece, comprising a needle 
84, Figs. 3, 4 that moves up and down to pass the thread into the workpiece, a 
workpiece moving device 56, 58, that relatively moves the workpiece with respect to the 
needle and a holding member 82, Figs. 5, 6A, 6B that presses at least a part of the 
thread connecting two consecutive stitch points to the workpiece in accordance with a 
relative movement between the needle and the workpiece (Note that as holding 
member 82 compresses the workpiece 32 in Fig. 6B the holding member is pressing the 
thread connecting two consecutive stitch points of patterns 64, Fig. 2. This is the case 
because of the large surface area of the holding member relative to the smaller patterns 
64 formed thereunder. With regard to claim 3 which recites that the holding member is 
made of a hollow member note that Codos discloses this feature since the holding 
member 82 is hollow in regions 86, Fig. 5. Moreover the holding member has 
substantially a circular shape in the area of these hollow regions since to these regions 
have circular boundaries. A member that has a "substantially circular shape" does not 
necessarily have an outer perimeter that is circular but rather may have a number of 
internal areas that have circular openings as is the case in the Codos reference. Note 
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that the term "substantially" is often used in conjunction with another term to describe a 
particular characteristic of the claimed invention. It is a broad term. In re Nehrenberg, 
280 F.2d 161, 126 USPQ 383 (CCPA 1960). With regard to claim 8 the holding 
member is detachably attached to the sewing apparatus by removing fasteners 148. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter P Nerbun whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (1st Week) M-Th (2d Week). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John J Calvert can be reached on 703-305-1025. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-308-0758. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0861. 



Peter Nerbun 
December 14, 2003 




Peter Nerbun 
Primely Examiner 



